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waiting only for a proper season to declare it, which was supposed to depend either
on the arrival of a French armament, or on a Marattah invasion.

THIS design had been greatly favored by the unhappy division of our govern-
ment, in which he presumed to take an open part. It is a fact that when these had
proceeded to an extremity bordering on a civil violence by the attempt to wrest
from me my authority in the month of June 1777, he had deputed a man, named
Sumboonaut, with an express commission to my opponent; and the man had pro-
ceeded as far as Moorshedabad, when hearing of the change of affairs which had
taken place at the Presidency, he stopped, and the Rajah recalled him.

IT may perhaps be urged in favor of Rajah Cheit Sing, that he was justifiable
by the principle of good policy in seeking a state of independency; that we had no
natural right to his vassalage, having acquired it, with all our other rights of do-
minion, by no other charter than the successful spirit of enterprize. Were this
truly the case, it would reduce the relation between us to the primitive law of
nature ; and it would be equally incumbent on us on that ground alone, to use every
means to confirm arid perpetuate his subjection, as it would be allowable in him to
emancipate himself from it But something more, I apprehend, was due both as
a political, and even moral obligation from him. His father Bulwant Sing derived
the degree of independence which he possessed, during the latter period of his life,
from the protection and intervention of our government His son Cheit Sing ob-
tained from our influence exerted by myself the first legal title that his family ever
possessed of property in the land of which he till then was only the Aumil, and of
which he became the acknowledged Zemeedar, by a Sunnud granted to him by
ihe Nabob Shujah~ud~Dowlah at my instance in the month of September 1773.
On the succession of the Nabob Assof-ud-Dowlah the rights of sovereignty which
were held by him over the Zemeedary were transferred by treaty to the Compa-
ny. Those rights were indisputably his, and became by his alienation of them as
indisputably the Company's; and every obligation of fidelity and obedience which
is due from a Zemeedar to the superior Magistrate by the constitution of Hindo-
stan became as much the right of the Company from Cheit Sing, as it had been

due